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Assessing community 
vulnerability:
An integrated approach 
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LA County 10-mile Coastal Band Urban Areas
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Thank you! For more information:
Chloe.Fleming@noaa.gov 

Seann.Regan@noaa.gov 
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov

Photos used in this presentation were provided by Chloe Fleming, 
Theresa Goedeke, PublicDomainPictures/Pixabay, CA King Tides 

Project by Tim Keagy and LA Waterkeeper, David Mark/Pixabay, 
Kyle Grillot/Getty Images, and University of Maryland IAN



Climate Planning in 
Los Angeles County 
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Introduction



• Inhabited for more than 10,000 years, most of that 
time the land of the Chumash, Tongva, and 
Tataviam tribes

• 1 out of 4 Californians and 1 in 33 Americans lives in 
Los Angeles county

• 200+ languages spoken

• 75 miles of coastline

• At 4,084 square miles, the county is roughly the 
size of Hawaii’s Big Island and larger than several 
U.S. states

County of Los Angeles



“Five LA Counties”



Climate Planning in LA County



Sustainability Plan Action Examples

Complete an assessment of the region’s 
drinking water systems to identify resiliency 
to drought and shocks, as well as risk of 
water quality issues due to aging 
infrastructure, deferred maintenance, etc.

Develop and implement a strategy to 
preserve and protect priority ecological 
sites, supporting sites, and priority species 
(including but not limited to significant 
ecological areas, habitat connections, 
terrestrial streams, wetlands and aquatic 
habitats).

Develop minimum requirements and best 
practices for amenities, programming, and 
accessibility of cooling centers.

Create and implement a 
community-informed Urban Forest 
Management Plan that incorporates 
equitable urban forest practices.

Develop a comprehensive heat island 
mitigation strategy and implementation 
plan that addresses cool pavements and 
roofs, pavement reduction, and urban 
greening.



County Climate Vulnerability Assessment

Action 28A: Conduct a countywide 
climate vulnerability assessment that 
addresses social vulnerability and use 
it to guide priorities for investments in 
public health preparedness, 
emergency preparedness and 
response planning, and community 
resiliency.

Action 28B: Conduct a countywide 
climate vulnerability assessment that 
addresses physical infrastructure 
vulnerability and use it to guide 
priorities for investments in building 
upgrades, infrastructure 
improvements, and zoning and code 
changes.



OurCountyLA.org

http://ourcountyla.org/


Social Vulnerability 
Assessment for West 
Hollywood 
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Climate, Resilience, and Adaptation Plans Across the Country



Mitigation and Adaptation - Integrated Climate Planning



Climate Hazards in West Hollywood



Social Vulnerability



Community Engagement Plan



Potential Adaptation Strategies



Thoughts from the 
California Coastal 
Commission 
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●

The California Coastal Commission is one of three state agencies 
that implements California’s federally approved coastal 
management program under the Coastal Zone Management Act.

The California Coastal Commission works closely with local 
governments to manage California’s coast line, including to 
protect coastal resources and public access and to plan for 
climate impacts.

Leo Carillo Beach, LA County, 
CA

Photo Credit: Tim Keagy
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● Vulnerability assessment is a critical step in the 
process of addressing climate risks and hazards.

● Public and stakeholder engagement in the 
process is key to successful implementation of 
adaptation plans and ultimately reduction of 
climate risks.

● The NCCOS vulnerability assessment framework 
is a model for facilitating integration of social 
data and including the public and stakeholders in 
the process.

25th Street, Del Mar, CA



Questions?

For more information, please contact:

NOAA - Michael Jarvis michael.jarvis@noaa.gov

University of Southern California Sea Grant - Phyllis Grifman grifman@usc.edu

L.A. County - Rita Kampalath RKampalath@ceo.lacounty.gov 

Buro Happold - Sabrina Bornstein sabrina.bornstein@burohappold.com 

California Coastal Commission - Michelle Jesperson michelle.jesperson@coastal.ca.gov 
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