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SUBJECT: Categorical Exclusion for education, training and outreach activities

covered by the G8 categorical exclusion

NOAA Administrative Order (NAO) 216-6A, Environmental Review Procedures, requires all proposed
projects be reviewed with respect to environmental consequences to the environment. This
memorandum addresses the determination that the following activities described below are activities
involving education, training, and outreach and qualify to be categorically excluded from further
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review, under the G8 categorical exclusion.

Environmental Compliance Approach

To be valid, this memorandum must be accompanied by a signed project specific checklist that confirms
the applicability of a specific project under the G8 categorical exclusion. This memorandum alone does
not qualify a project to be categorically excluded from further NEPA review.

Categorical Exclusion Determination

Based on this environmental review and the associated project specific checklist, NCCOS determines
that these activities qualify to be categorically excluded under the G8 Categorical Exclusion. Defined in
the NAO 216-6A Companion Manual; G8 includes activities that are educational, informational, or
advisory to other agencies, public and private entities, visitors, individuals, or the general public,
including training exercises and simulations.

Purpose and Need

NCCOS conducts and funds projects that involve educational, informational, and outreach initiatives.
These include workshops with partners, stakeholders, and interested parties; hosting outreach events to
provide training, education, and environmental literacy; and hosting site visits for experiential learning
purposes. Educational and outreach components of research projects are crucial to increasing public
awareness of scientific discoveries and research processes, increasing engagement among stakeholder
groups, and providing new tools and experiences to students and interested members of the public.

Activity Description

Activities covered by this categorical exclusion include formal or informal education and scholarship
programs, hosting outreach events to provide training, education, and environmental literacy, experiential
learning activities that take place in the environment (e.g., field trips to terrestrial, coastal, and
marine/aquatic habitats for educational purposes), and public education and outreach initiatives.




Extraordinary Circumstances and Environmental Statutes

Routine activities described above would not involve data collection and sampling field work or laboratory
activities. Activities may include site visits within the natural environment as part of education, outreach and
training-related actions. Thus, there would be no uncertain adverse environmental impacts, unknown risks or
cumulative impacts associated with them. Further, the proposed projects would not involve air, noise, or
water quality impacts; and would not otherwise have a significant impact on the human environment. These
activities are not the subject of controversy based on potential environmental consequences and do not
establish a precedent or decision in principle about future proposals. In addition, activities conducted within
the environment would adhere to all regulatory requirements and/or seasonal restrictions that may occur in
the area. Site-specific analysis will be conducted to ensure all appropriate Best Management Practices for
vessel operations would be employed as applicable to the action. Therefore there is no potential to impact
geographically- or ecologically-critical areas, (sanctuaries, wetlands, watersheds), National Historic Sites,
and no adverse impacts to marine mammals, essential fish habitat or threatened and endangered species or
their critical habitat. Therefore, this project does not trigger any further consultations for other environmental
statutes such as the Endangered Species Act, Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act,
National Historic Preservation Act or National Marine Sanctuaries Act. No low-income or minority
populations would be adversely affected by project activities and there is no potential to contribute to the
introduction or spread of a non-native, invasive species. Therefore, there is no requirement for further NEPA
review in an Environmental Assessment or Environmental Impact Statement.
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