
 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR: The Record 
 
FROM:   Margo Schulze-Haugen 
    Deputy Director 
    National Centers for Coastal Ocean Sciences 
 
 
SUBJECT: CE Memo Addendum + SAC Release for RESTORE Act Science 

Program Project #3123559 “Colony Island Network Design and 
Implementation (CINDI): a prioritization tool to rehabilitate 
colony islands along the Texas coast” 

 
 
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO) 216-6A, Environmental Review Procedures, requires all 
proposed projects be reviewed with respect to environmental consequences on the human 
environment. This memorandum is a request to release the Special Award Condition (SAC) for 
the RESTORE Act Science Program Project #3123559, “Colony Island Network Design and 
Implementation (CINDI): a prioritization tool to rehabilitate colony islands along the Texas 
coast.” This memo is an addendum to the Categorical Exclusion Memo.  
 
Endangered Species Act Section 7 Consultation: Concurrence 
An Endangered Species Act Section 7 Consultation has been completed with a Letter of 
Concurrence signed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Gulf Restoration Program 
Office on November 28, 2023 (encl). The Service concurred with NCCOS’ Effect 
Determinations that the project activities are Not Likely to Adversely Affect listed species and 
will have no adverse modification of proposed or designated critical habitat within the project 
areas. The potential for adverse effects is either insignificant and/or discountable. Additional 
conservation measures to avoid impacts to the West Indian Manatee were suggested by the 
USFWS and are described below. 
 
USFWS Conservation Recommendations 
To further avoid and minimize effects on West Indian manatees, conservation measures during 
in-water work in areas that potentially support manatees include, instruct all personnel associated 
with the project about the potential presence of manatees and the need to avoid collisions and 
injury to manatees. All work, equipment, and vessel operation should cease if a manatee is 
spotted within a 50-foot radius (buffer zone) of the active work area. Once the manatee has left 
the buffer zone on its own accord (manatees must not be herded or harassed into leaving) or after 
30 minutes have passed without additional sightings of manatee in the buffer zone, in-water 
work can resume under careful observation for manatee. Due to the unlikely chance of 
encountering a West Indian manatee while transitioning from site to site, the Service has 



 
determined that project activities may affect but are not likely to adversely affect the West Indian 
manatee 
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