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Little Millie was spending a hot Saturday 

afternoon reading a book on the beach. Her 

book was about a sea turtle named Sam who 

traveled all around the sea. This fascinating 

book was filled with so many beautiful 

creatures down in the deep ocean, and Millie 

started to daydream about swimming and 

exploring as she slowly fell asleep.



Next thing Millie knew, she was 

staring at Sam the sea turtle who 

was right in front of her. 

“Come on Millie!” said Sam. Millie 

hopped on Sam’s back as fast as she 

could.  “There’s so much to explore 

on our way to the ocean floor!” 



As they made their way to the ocean 

floor, Millie noticed a buoy-like 

thing in the water. “Wow! What’s 

that?” Millie asked. “Well that’s 

an ARGO float, it’s used to look at 

ocean currents. It can also 

measure other things like salinity 

and temperature. Once we get to 

the ocean floor, you won’t see 

them anymore.” Sam replied. 



“As we go deeper in the ocean, you’ll 

probably notice a bunch of plants and 

animals you’ve never seen before--

even in books or in school,” 

explained Sam. “It’s because the deep 

ocean has been explored much less 

than the surface. You might even 

discover a new type of fish!” Millie 

was both scared and excited to see all 

the animals Sam described. “Look! 

There’s a deep-sea coral habitat!”



“Did you know that there are over 

2500 types of coral in the ocean?” 

asks Sam. “No, I didn’t know 

that! Why are there so many fish 

hanging out around the coral?” 

Millie asks. Sam responds with, 

“Well, all those sea creatures live 

in the coral formations. That’s 

their home!”



“Oh no! is that plastic trapping a fish!? 

That can’t be good for all these living 

things!” shouted Millie. Millie swam 

over to free the poor fish. “Sadly we 

have seen an increase in pollution like 

that down here. Maybe next time you are 

at the store, you could use a paper bag 

instead of a plastic one. That would 

really help out our friends down here. 

It is always good to be mindful of the 

waste we produce. Always remember to 

reuse, reduce and recycle.” sam said.



“Those jellyfish are so pretty!” 

says Millie. “That’s right,” says 

Sam, “instead of using 

flashlights in the dark like 

humans do, they make their own 

light with their bodies. Some fish 

and squids do the same!” “Wow I 

wish I could do that!” Millie 

exclaimed. 



Millie began to feel very warm. 

“Why is it getting so hot?” she 

asks. Sam replied, “We are near 

the hydrothermal vents. The 

vents pump out chemicals into 

the water.” Millie could then see 

the large column of black smoke 

coming from the vent in the 

floor. “There are vents that 

produce white smoke, too,” Sam 

said.



“How can these animals live 

down here if there are 

chemicals constantly around 

them? Wouldn’t that kill 

them?” Millie wondered. 

“Quite the opposite. These 

species live off these 

chemicals. Isn’t that crazy! 

Humans only recently made 

this discovery.” Sam replied. 



“You know Millie, these species 

down by these vents could very 

well be the oldest species on Earth. 

Scientists think these vents 

formed 4.2 billion years ago. It’s 

likely that these species were 

around back then, too!” Sam said.



“Well Millie I think it’s about time 

I take you back to the surface. We 

wouldn’t want your family to 

worry.” Sam said. “But I want to 

stay down here with you!” Millie 

complained. “But us ocean folk 

need someone like you to spread the 

word about the ocean floor up there 

on land. Will you do that for us 

Millie?” Sam asked. “Okay Sam, I 

will.” Millie responded.



Millie slowly opened her 

eyes. She could see the sand 

and the waves, but she didn’t 

see Sam. Millie got up and 

looked around and saw her 

family by the water. “Mom! 

Mom! Guess what I learned 

about the ocean today!”



For Amelia “Millie” 
Robinson,
Stay curious and kind.

-Love, 
Mom


